A few years since, a message was referred to me to attend a consultation with two eminent surgeons, in a case of compound fraeture of the tibia: the bone had been splintered, and a point, about an inch long, of the upper end protruded through the skin ; the fracture had been ably reduced, the broken ends of the bone had been placed in exact co-aptation, and skilfully bent secundum artem. Involuntary muscular action repeatedly displaced the broken ends of the bone, and re-produced the original protrusion. This had occurred in several instances during two days after the fracture. At the period of my attendance* which was, if my recollection be correct, on the third day after the fracture had happened, the patient was in great torture at the broken part; had been sleepless; considerable tumefaction had overspread the limb, and the protruded bone was resting on the integuments, and lapping over the other fractured end. In this state, it was proposed to take off the protruded portion of bone, 
